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Hello Buzzards,  
Last month I was mentioning that 

we have the best landlords on the 
planet and how they support us in 
our projects out at the field. Well, 
they’ve done it again.  

At our October meeting I made a 
comment that the season was wind-
ing down and it looked like we 
would need to wait till next spring to 
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Next Club Meeting is Tuesday, November 13
th

, 6:30 PM at 
Alfy’s Pizza on RT 2 in Monroe (See page 9 for a map).  

Program:  Car Body Repair  
 

President’s Message — Mark Weeks 

clear the area we planned for a 
new storage shed, due to a few 
large rocks in the way and nothing 
to move them with. Bryan talked to 
the Rangers and they said that 
they may be able to help us out.   

Upon arriving a few Saturdays 
ago, the rangers were waiting for 

(Continued on page 2) 

       
 President:  Mark Weeks (425) 328-5705  Vice President:   Vince Bell  (425) 788-2456 
 
 Secretary:  Chet Blake  (360) 863-2953       Treasurer:   Ron Swift  (425) 788-6045  
 
 Safety Officer: Don Bailey (425) 350-9557 Webmaster:  Ron Rueter  (425) 210-3911 
   
        Field:  Jay Bell  (206) 234-7786/   Bryan Reightley (206) 940-0638      Newsletter Editor:  Ron Swift    (425) 788-6045 
      

 

Club Officers and Contacts 

October 9th Meeting Minutes — Chet Blake 

Promoting the building and operation of radio controlled models, 
and the public acceptance and good will towards the sport/hobby. 
Our main goal is to have fun and enjoy the challenge of safely 
flying radio control models. 

No corrections to the Minutes as 
posted. Motion to accept minutes as 
posted were seconded and passed. 

 

OFFICER REPORTS 
Vice President – Vince explained 

that the recent attempt to have a 
Combat event failed. Even though 
the day was dry, the streamers were 
soaking up humidity and tearing 

(Continued on page 2) 

16 year AMA 
Gold Leader Club 

President Weeks called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 PM 

President Weeks introduced the 
club officers: 

President – Mark Weeks 
Vice President – Vince Bell 
Secretary – Chet Blake  
Treasurer – Ron Swift 
Safety Officer – Don Bailey 
15 Club Members were in at-

tendance – No Visitors or guests 
were in attendance 

Buzzard in Flight! 
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us with a small trac-hoe for lend.  Thanks to Ron Rueter 
for manning the controls to get the large rocks moved 
and the area graded.  We were well on the way to make 
this project happen and we were proceeding more 
quickly than ever.  Jay and Bryan reached out to a con-
tainer salesman.  Wanting to beat any pending rain-fall, 
a 40’ container was purchased and through some quick 
work, put in its place. While it does need a little spruc-
ing up and a few minor repairs, which Jay and Bryan 
have offered to provide, we will have a secure and dry 
place to store the club’s belongings.  I would like to 
thank everyone involved in this process. 

This past month we were able to donate $1,700.00 to 
the Sky Valley Food Bank. The money raised this year 
came from donations to the club both in cash and items 
being raffled off at our auction and the club swap table 

at the Northwest Model Hobby Expo.  A big shout 
out to all who helped support this. 

Even while the weather is turning against us regard-
ing flying we can look forward to the start of some new 
projects as well as finishing up some that we set aside 

(President’s Message  continued from page 1) 

apart almost as soon as air born. There was a large 
amount of planes that would not start or run proper-
ly when called on.  Let’s keep in mind that pilots are 
supposed to have their gear ready to go when it’s 
their turn to fly.  Vince also mentioned that Novem-
ber 10 is our Fall Night Fly. This will most likely start 
very early. Start time will be sent out via email re-
minder. December 8 is the annual Christmas Party 
at the Lodge. This is a potluck affair and is always a 
great time with members, family and friends.  

Secretary – We have 41 members 
Treasurer – We are in good financial standing 

and the annual donation to SkyValley Food Bank 
will be presented in the next few days. $1700.00 
WOW!! 

Safety Officer – Things are really going well on 
the Safety Front. There was a prop cut (not from a 
running prop) and Don made a reminder to have a 
small First Aid kit with your flight box. Even if you 
make one up yourself. 

Field Manager – Jay and Bryan fertilized the 
field and cut off some hazardous protrusions off the 
trailer frame at the car race track. They will meet or 
talk to Dave about using equipment big enough to 
move the rock where the shed or container might 
go. 

Newsletter Editor – Hard copies available, al-
ways interested in pics and articles. 

(Continued from page 1) Webmaster – Input has been slow. Keep in 
mind that the website is seen by anyone on the in-
ternet, let’s keep the Club image looking as great 
and active as it really is. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  
The east side of the field has been brush hogged 

and it really adds depth to the open space and should 
serve well for combat and general flying since downed 
planes can be gotten to easier. If we keep it brush 
hogged once or twice a year it could result in a drier 
area since the residual water can dissipate easier. 

The R/C Car track is coming around. Dart delivered 
more loads of dirt and Mark moved the 5th wheel trainer 
to the east side as a platform to stand on once it’s 
planked to better see the track. Steve Anderson bought 
(2) 100’ rolls of 4” perforated pipe and long spikes to 
form the lanes. Thanks Steve!  (3) jumps were built 
while Mark had the tractor here. They have been 
tweaked a bit and more to come as we test it out. It’s 
coming along at a steady pace. Speaking of all this 
tractor work, a strong rumor has it that the tractor fee 
was donated by a member’s late father. When you see 
the President, ask him if he knows anything about it. 
Thanks Mark! (no collusion, Chet promises :-) ! 

October meeting begins nominations begin for ALL 
Executive Offices. It’s really a good opportunity to serve 
the Club and strengthen personal commitment goals. 
It’s actually fun and satisfying. Maybe even a feather in 

(Continued on page 3) 

for a while. The car track work  is progress-
ing and will continue through the fall and in-
to the winter.  I am really looking forward to 
seeing what’s in store for our club in upcom-
ing months. We’re keeping our fingers 
crossed for the November ‘Night Fly’ and 
dry weather to support it. 

As a gentle reminder, our November 
meeting will have lots in store: the 2

nd
 round 

of the Executive Board nominations, a pro-
gram you won’t want to miss; planning for 
our yearly Christmas party; and just sharing 
good conversation with the other Buzzards.  

 
See you at the field, 
Mark Weeks, 

BBMAC President 
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your hat  :-)  
October meeting is also the rebuilder’s contest. Have you 

broken anything and rebuilt it since last October? Bring it and 
have it judged, maybe a gift card is awaiting you. 

Mark feels it’s time to fertilize the field. We have a tow 
behind fertilize spreader so relatively easy job. Mark will be in 
touch with Jay or Bryan. 

The placement of the new ‘envisioned’ shed doesn’t ap-
pear to be able to be tucked behind the spruce as thought. 
There’s an old road from the corral area and a HUGE rock in 
the way that can’t be moved without adding cost by renting a 
bigger machine. Mark will arrange a group to set out some 
stakes to get an idea of where it can be built or land when 
the time is right. There is plenty of room! 

Jay and Bryan have been busy sifting dirt and filling in 
low spots and seeding them. Be mindful of them and don’t 
tear them up. If something divots them, repair it as needed. 

Chet has emailed everyone a link to send a letter to your 
local representative to ask them to uphold the model aviation 
rule. The FAA and congress is once again trying to modify or 
remove it. Please help save the Hobby we all enjoy and love 
by sending in a letter. Have everyone with an email send in a 
letter! 

Chet will check out the 2 wheel wheelbarrows to ease the 
work being done with the current wheelbarrow. 

There was a motion to bump up the $1425.98 donation 
fund to $1500. The motion was then modified to add enough 
Club funds to make a $1700 donation to the Sky Valley Food 
Bank. Motion made, Seconded and Passed. Ron and Mark 
will decide a day to deliver the check and collect the BIG 
smiles it brings. 

There was a brief talk about R/C cars on the runway. It is 
noted that if deterioration, scarring or damage is done to the 
track they will be outlawed from use on the runway. “IF” there 
is damage, repair it. 

Tim asked if anyone could store some of his airplanes 
while his home is being rebuilt. Ron offered storage at his 
place. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

Tuesday, October 10, President Trump signed the 
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 into law. Although not 
perfect for us, an ongoing effort is still being made by 
the AMA, now finally recognized as a Community Based 
Organization (CBO). We are to continue following the 
AMA rules as usual. 

The Budget was reviewed for 2019, voted on and 
approved. Dues will remain at $90 for 2019.  

We might have to wait until next spring to buy a 
shed or container, it is uncertain at this time. With that in 
mind we will continue to use the barn, be careful, its 
showing its age. 

The Combat event wasn’t a total failure. It showed 
that many engines aren’t up to snuff. It was suggested 
that next spring there be an engine clinic for members 
to attend and practice setting up properly for good re-
sults. We will notify everyone when that is set up. 

(Continued from page 2) October starts the nomination process for 
Executive Board seats. Nominations were as 
follows. 

President – Mark Weeks 
Vice President – Vince Bell 
Treasurer – Ron Swift, Vaughan Houger 
Safety Officer – Don Bailey 
Secretary – Chet Blake 
Special service Award – Mark Weeks,  

             Bryan Reightley 
The nominations will continue at the No-

vember and December meetings. Voting will be 
at the December meeting.        

             
 PROGRAM 

The October meeting is the Rebuilder’s 
Contest. The idea is to rebuild a crashed/
broken or re-kitted plane and tell a story about 
it and show off your efforts. The pilots bringing 
the planes are then asked to leave the room 
and voting occurs by show of hands. This year 
Ron Swift brought his forward swept wing 
Predator combat plane with multiple repairs. 
Bryan brought his foamie Yak 54 that had mul-
tiple repairs also. Voting showed Bryan as the 
winner and recipient of a $25 gift card. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Just a caution that Dart Sharp shared. He 
loaded up his truck the night before going to 
the field and sometime during the night it got 
broken into. He had articles stolen such as 
transmitters, helicopters, modeling supplies. 
The moral is to be aware, as this is becoming 
more prevalent these days. Also, keeping re-
ceipts and pics of stolen items and a police re-
port greatly aids in claims made to home own-
ers or renter’s insurance companies. Names 
on equipment isn’t a bad idea either.  

Chet announced that the By-Law amend-
ment of a $25 Reactivation fee will be written 
and sent to the Web Editor to change the By-
Laws on the Club Web Site and will update 
hard copies of By-Laws. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  

7:57pm 
Respectfully Sub-

mitted by Chet 
Blake, BBMAC Sec-
retary 
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“Sweet Music for Tender Ears” 
I can still remember the day I got my first big glow 

engine, back in my high school years, on a trade from a 
neighbor kid down the street.  It was an oldie—a rare 
Forster 29 ignition engine that had been converted to 
glow power, with an open exhaust and no throttle.  I’d 
gotten pretty good at running my small Cox engines, but 
I had never owned anything this big—it swung a 12-inch 
prop (!)— which left me feeling a bit apprehensive.  
However, the kid swore to me that it was a good strong 
runner, and with that I rushed home and hastily mount-
ed it to a block of wood and clamped it up to my dad’s 
vice in the garage.  In a matter of minutes it was running 
away at full pitch, shattering all records for loudness, 
and filling the garage full of thick blue smoke.  The next 
minute, my dad came running out into the garage, hol-
lering at me to shut it down before the neighbors called 
the cops.  Yeesh!  No points for progress!  I dutifully 
pinched off the fuel inlet tube and the engine fell silent, 
as our ears rang and the smoke slowly settled to the 
concrete floor.  Man, that thing was LOUD.   

Nowadays, engines tend to be much quieter, what 
with the recent advances in mufflers and the advent of 
four-strokers, but even at that there are a few in my 
collection that still let out a sharp report when opened 
up to full throttle.  Some of this noise is the staccato of 
the exhaust gasses as they exit the silencer, and some 
of it is the sound made by the prop blades as they shred 
the surrounding air.  As we all know, backing off on the 
throttle makes things quieter, but it is a misconception 
to think noise falls off as the RPM decreases.  Noise is a 
function of energy, not frequency, which is why mufflers 
are designed to absorb the energy of the exhaust gasses 
at all RPMs, without overly restricting the flow.  New 
developments in prop tip design can also reduce the 
shear forces of the air as it departs the end of the prop 
blade, which attenuates the tip noise.   

We modelers need to be conscious of the fact that 
engine noise can be damaging to our hearing.  Many 
model engines are capable of exceeding safe limits and 
require hearing protection, such as earplugs or ear-
muffs.  Noise energy is measured in decibels (“dB”).  
The decibel scale is a measure of energy that reflects a 
logarithmic relation, not a linear one, such that an en-
gine that produces 90dB is not “somewhat louder” than 
one at 80dB—it is over 3 times as loud, at the same dis-

tance from the source.  The AMA specifies a maxi-
mum noise limit of 96 dB at three meters (about ten 
feet) from the source.  This is considerably louder 
than what most of us are accustomed to, and most 
of our two- and four-stroke engines rarely exceed 
90dB.  OSHA sets a limit of 84dB in the workplace, at 
which point hearing protection is required.  If you are 
curious, an inexpensive noise meter can be had on 
EBay for about the price of a cheap servo.   

You might think you know what level of noise 
your ears can tolerate, but you would be wrong.  I 
have age-related hearing loss after so many years of 
failing to protect my hearing from loud environments 
(I attribute much of it to all those rock concerts I 
attended in my youth—right up front next to the big 
woofers), and now I wish I had been more conscien-
tious.  Hearing loss is a cumulative thing.  The occa-
sional loud noise may not lead to permanent, meas-
urable nerve damage, but prolonged exposure to 
moderately intensive noise can wear away at our del-
icate cochlear nerve endings over time.   If you have 
a particularly noisy engine, try a different muffler to 
see if it improves things.  Swapping out the prop for a 
different brand or lower pitch can also reduce noise.  
But the most effective way to protect your ears is to 
put in those earplugs before starting up your barking 
powerplant.  Nothing beats a physical barrier to the 
inner ear, whether it be earplugs or earmuffs, or 
even a wool hat pulled down over your ears.   

We all love the melodic sound of a healthy, 
throbbing engine, but we need to take good care of 
our delicate inner sound-
works, that enable us to en-
joy the lovely chirping of 
small birds as well as the 
raging fury of our big birds 
on those sweet days of 
summer.   

 

Until next time, be safe 
and have fun!  --Don Bailey, 
Safety Officer 

Don Bailey 
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We needed another storage 
place for the Club’s posses-
sions such as the lawn tractor, 
weed eater, tractor wagon, 
tools, implements and all Club 

things stored in the barn. The 
barn is ever increasing in de-
cay and risk of upper floors, 
roof, etc. falling in. A danger 
for sure! 
Here is what currently resides 
at our field! 
Still some work needs to be 
done, but a great start at a 
great price! 
Thanks to Ron Rueter for all 
the work clearing the location 
and the scouts for providing 
the machine to get the work 
done. 

A view of our field.  Despite 
the heavy rain, some great 
flying can still be done.  The 
field is still in great shape! 
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The public is always welcome to come and check out our events free.  All 
AMA pilots are welcome to participate in these events. We will have food and 
beverages available for each of the flying events. 
 

November 10 Night Fly 2 Club Field Starts at 6:30 PM 
December 8 Christmas Party Scout Lodge Starts at 2:00 PM 
January 5, 2019 Annual Freeze-In Club Field Starts at 10:00 AM 
 

    See the map on page 9—Guests are always invited to every event! 

Our $1700 donation to the Sky 
Valley Food Bank was greatly ap-
preciated.  I heard they suffered a 
refrigeration unit failure and need-
ed the funds to repair the prob-
lem, especially with the holiday 
season fast approaching! 
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Our club meetings are open to 
the public.   We meet at 6:30 PM 
on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at Alfy’s Pizza in the Staples 
Plaza on RT2, Monroe, WA. If you 
would like additional information, 
come out to a club meeting, or con-
tact one of our club officers. 

Each meeting starts with an intro-
duction of the club officers followed 
by a short business meeting. Next 
we have a program about some 
aspect of the hobby/sport. 

Then, a Show & Tell and raffle 
conclude the meeting, which ends 
at around  8:30 PM.  

Upcoming Meetings  
 

Meetings begin at 6:30 PM 
2nd Tuesday 
November  13  Alfy’s Pizza 
December  11  Alfy’s Pizza 
January  8  Alfy’s Pizza 

Our club is dedicated to the safe pursuit 
and advancement of model aviation.  We 
offer all members free lessons to learn 
how to build models and to fly them. If 
you should have any questions about the 
club, flight instruction or membership re-
quirements, call any of the club officers. 
We have a safety checklist available  
 

Current Flight Instructors: 
Chet Blake     (360) 863-2953 
Paul Dibble  (425) 359-1808 
Ron Swift  (425) 788-6045 

Camp Edward and the Hanner’s Memorial Field are located north of 
Monroe, Washington in Snohomish County.  The most common route 
is from Highway 2 in Monroe near Albertson’s. Turn north onto 
Woods Creek Road.  As you travel north on Woods Creek road, it 
will come to a Y intersection, stay to the right (Yeager Rd). 
 If you go the left as shown by MapQuest,  make sure you take the next right to 
stay on Woods Creek Road.   Then stay to the left at the intersection where Yeager 
rejoins Woods Creek Road, be careful as oncoming traffic does not stop. 

Yeager will rejoin Woods Creek Road at a 4-way intersection.  Stay 
straight-ish, not a hard right, be careful as oncoming traffic does not 
stop.  In a few miles you will pass the entrance to Camp Pigott.  Keep 
going. Turn right at the "T" intersection at Lake Roesiger Road.  At the 
next "Y" intersection, stay right, staying on South Lake Roesinger 
Road.  Turn right at Monroe Camp Road, (Lake Roesinger Store will 
be on the left).  In about a mile, the road will fork again, stay 
straight.  After a short distance you will see the Red Barn and our gate.  
Our parking is past the gate on the East side of the barn.  It seems com-
plicated, but once you come out, you’ll see it is an easy drive... 
—>Alfy’s Pizza (our monthly meeting place) is along RT2 in the Sta-
ples plaza near the new Harbor Freight store. 

25600 Monroe Camp Road, Snohomish, WA  
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HobbyTown USA 
 

1130 SE Everett Mall Way, Suite F 
Everett, WA 98208 

 
Phone:  (425) 355-8086 

Fax:  (425) 355-8078 

Next meeting, Tuesday, November 13th 6:30 PM  at 
Alfy’s Pizza on RT 2 in Monroe (see map on page 9). 

Program: Car Body Repair  

BBMAC 

16325 315th Ave. NE 

Duvall, WA 98019 

Club Jackets, T-shirts, Hats,  & Vinyl Letters 

 

HobbyTown USA 
 

16421 Cleveland St, Redmond, WA 
98052 

 

Phone:   
(425) 558-0312 


