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Hey Buzzards! The Club had an-
other really fun event on May 14

th
 at 

Lake Hughes. Our first Boats-n-
Floats event for the year with anoth-
er coming up in September.  It is a 
favorite.  

We also have the finale of the 
Builder’s Contest at the June 14

th
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Next Club Meeting is Tuesday, June 14th, 6:30 PM at 
Alfy’s Pizza on RT 2 in Monroe (See page 9 for a map). .     

Program:  Builders Competition* see page 6 
 

President’s Message — Chet Blake 

meeting at Alfy’s and the Open 
House/Auction on Saturday, June 
18, clean out the hangar, bring 
your wallets and be part of that. 

The money benefits our favorite 
charity, the Sky Valley Food Bank. 
Every year the Club makes a real 

(Continued on page 2) 

       
 President:  Chet Blake  (360) 863-2953  Vice President:   Tim Shegrud (360) 348-6033 
 
 Secretary:  Mark Weeks (425) 328-5705       Treasurer:   Ron Swift  (425) 788-6045  
 
 Safety Officer: Vince Bell  (425) 788-2456 Newsletter Editor:  Ron Swift    (425) 788-6045 
   
  Field Manager:  Jay Bell   (206) 234-7786 Website:  Ron Rueter  (425) 210-3911 

 

Club Officers and Contacts 

May 10th Meeting Minutes — Mark Weeks 

The meeting was called to order 
by President Chet Blake at approxi-
mately 6:31 PM with 11 members in 
attendance & guest Steve Anderson 
who joined the club. Club Officers 
were introduced by the Club Presi-
dent, Chet Blake: 

 
 President – Chet Blake 
 Vice President – Tim Shegrud 
 Secretary – Mark Weeks 
 Treasurer – Ron Swift 
 Safety Officer – Vince Bell 

Promoting the building and operation of radio controlled models, 
and the public acceptance and good will towards the sport/hobby. 
Our main goal is to have fun and enjoy the challenge of safely 
flying radio control models. 

 Field Manager – Jay Bell 
 Webmaster – Ron Rueter 

(Currently in AZ) 
 Newsletter Editor – Ron Swift 
 

Chet called for additions or cor-
rections to the minutes as published 
on the web/newsletter.  No one pro-
vided any corrections and a motion 
was made to accept the minutes.  
The minutes were approved. 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

Gold Leader Club 
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impression on the managers there and the community 
they support. 

The recent work party was pretty successful in 
achieving what they could with the members there. 
Special thanks to Julia (Tim’s daughter) for hanging 
out and working with us all. 

Later this fall when the days get a bit shorter we 
want to add another night fly. C’mon out to the meet-
ing, cast your vote for the best aircraft build, be part of 
the date selection for the fall night fly event.. 

See ya flyin’    Chet 

(President’s Message  continued from page 1) 

Reports 
VP – Night Fly event was a smash and there is 

already talk on how to fit another one in this fall. 
Saturday May 14

th
 will be the Boats and Float 

event at Lake Hughes T-Dock starting at 10:00 am 
Secretary - The membership level at the pre-

sent time is 31 paid members plus 1 student mem-
ber (counting new member Steve Anderson).   

Treasurer – The club treasury stands at a 
healthy level.   

Safety Officer – Be aware of others that may 
be around the lake facility as you use it, we have 
not failed to draw a crowd while having the event 
at the lake. Please be careful. Also remember that 
the water temperature is cold. If you have to go out 
on the water, make sure you have a floatation de-
vice. The night fly went well, no mishaps or lost 
planes. 

Newsletter Editor - Printed copies of the 
newsletter are available for anyone who wishes a 
hard copy.  Ron asks that if people take pictures to 
please send copies to him and Ron Rueter, for 
possible newsletter/website usage. 

Field Manager – Chet and Bryan helped Rang-
er Dave move the T-dock back into place and Jay 
has worked to attach a few loose boards. June 4

th
 

will be a work party at the field and Jay is working 
on a list of projects that can be handled by a of 
couple people at a time, this means we can get the 
best use of our time and labor. Thanks to all that 
help. 
 

Old Business 
Mark is laying out pallets and tying them to-

gether with firing strips to make a safer way to 

(Continued from page 1) walk over the boggy area and eventually over the 
creek to aid in retrieval of downed aircraft. Cur-
rently he has made it to the creek and will be 
working on a way over to the other side. Pallets 
are still needed. Please look for heavy duty ones 
as we want them to last as long as possible. If 
you have to use the “Lost Plane Lane” Please be 
careful it is a work in progress. 

The runway is narrower than it has been.  It 
now stands at 45 feet wide, this will allow for a 
more defined pits and a driving  area behind the 
pits.   

Mark added a holder and a write-in-the-rain 
tablet for signing in at the field. We decided a 
long time ago that we’d like to have a written log 
of members and guests using the field. It’s finally 
in place. Please sign in when using the field. 

Along the same lines, with the advent and 
mass sales of 2.4GHz radios, we have all 
seemed to have gotten away from posting our 
AMA cards at the frequency board. We are all 
guilty. Please get back into the practice of putting 
your AMA card in the appropriate slot. It’s a Club 
and AMA rule. 

Both Mark and Bryan have come up with ide-
as (reminders) as how not to leave the field with 
your AMA card in the frequency board. Mark has 
added some key hooks so you can place your 
car keys next to your card. Bryan takes a busi-
ness card and places it on his steering wheel as 
a reminder.  Try one or both. 

Mark’s wife, Ronna, has completed the sign 
of our GPS coordinates and elevation of the field 
and it has been installed on the frequency board. 
It looks nice and has an official feel to the board.   

Jay also has made an addition to the bulletin 
board; there is now a photo of the area north of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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the road. If you do put down across the road, you 
now have an overview as how best to retrieve your 
plane. 

Night Fly event: Fire pit is available, light 
snacks and beverages. Starting time is around 
7:30 pm to get used to the darkening skies and 
kind of slip into the darkness. This could be 2 to 3 
hours or less depending on the weather and skies. 
This event was a HUGE success, fire kept us 
warm and snacks hit the spot.  Thanks to Sandy 
for gathering and delivering the snacks. 

With the Night Fly we are looking for ideas as to 
the best way to  light up the runway. Solar lights, 
chem sticks from the dollar store. Chem sticks 
were used and worked well after it got darker.  We 
also used a couple of Dollar Store driveway lights 
to mark the end of the runway.  

Driving south of the frequency board is still not 
advised, the ground is still not hard enough and will 
just cause more ruts and damage to the areas. 
Please refrain. 

The idea of a designated handicap spot was 
brought up. We are looking for the correct place to 
put one.  For now those who can, please leave a 
spave close to the field center for our members 
who need a closer walk. Mark will look into getting 
a sign and post. 

 

New Business 
New member report- We need to find a way to 

get new member info out to our other members. 
Discussed is the possibly to use membership cards 
in the frequency board.  It was determined that ei-
ther can be used and acceptable AMA card or Club 
membership card. Also there was discussion about 
the members only section of the Web adding mem-
bers photos.   

The AMA had/has another send a comment to 
your local legislator, some members received a let-
ter from one of them regarding the FAA. In her 
form letter not much about “Clubs” was addressed.  

Floats and Boats event is Saturday May 14
th
. 

Last Saturday Chet Bryan, Ranger Dave moved 
the dock back into position. As usual it was the 
Scouts to the rescue donating rope and Ranger 
Dave’s help. We cannot thank our landlords 
enough. The Dock still is in need of some work but 
it will work just great for this event.  We still want to 
drive some pipes into the bottom to shore up the 
location and help keep it in place as the winds of 
winter blow. 

After the dock work Chet and Bryan stopped 
and met the Scout and Cub Scout Camp Directors 

(Continued from page 2) and once again expressed our gratitude for eve-
rything the Scouts do to help us.  We stated our 
constant praise for them and how humbling it is 
for us to be in this position with the field and all 
the amenities. With that said, we offered our 
services to help with a merit badge program 
and/or Cub days. They said they would be in 
touch. 

Friday, May 6
th
 Len and Brian Douma along 

with Jay and Mark cut back some of the hillside 
to make the parking and driving area wider. 
They made a new permanent home for the fre-
quency board and filled in some of the low 
spots. What was found out about the hillside is 
that is made up mainly or rocks, lots of rocks. It 
was very slow going but what was done looks 
great. Thanks. 

There was an AMA article about openness 
of the club and affecting those who visit. Bryan 
mentioned that we do a pretty good job of ex-
plaining the Club, being inviting and welcoming, 
as well as trying to get someone in the air as 
fast as possible without discouraging them. 
Chet brought his nephew Patrick Cullen, visiting 
from Apalachicola, Florida to the field Saturday. 
Chet flew his SE5 biplane and explained the 
controls to him, wanting him to fly his E-flight 
Cub. After Chet did his preflight and a short 
flight to check things out it was decided that it 
was too windy. Before Chet knew what was go-
ing on Bryan had him on the sticks and for the 
first time he was flying Bryan’s Radian for about 
15 minutes on his own. He even landed it. This 
is what makes us a club that stands out from 
the others. Have you ever been invited to any 
other local club (with the exception of the Arling-
ton Eagles)? We need to keep up this type of 
behavior, it will ensure our sports future. Thanks 
Bryan and a good job to everyone that wel-
comes visitors and explains what we do!! 

Mark has enlisted his wife to paint us anoth-
er sign, this time for the front gate saying 
“Visitors welcome when the field is open” 

Discussions were had as to the width of the 
field and how it feels like it is too narrow for the 
larger planes. After much discussion the pavers 
will be moved temporarily while the field-pit area 
is worked on and leveled and a permanent loca-
tion is agreed to. With Drier weather, wet feet 
should not be an issue. 

 

Program:   

(Continued on page 4) 



 
4 Buzzard Droppings     June 2016 

  

Attitude and Altitude  
I hope everyone has had a safe month. 
I understand the work party last Saturday went 

will no major injuries. I had to leave early so if there 
was any blood spilled I didn’t see it.   

By this time we should have completed the in-
spection of the airplanes and repaired anything that 
was wrong, if not repaired they should have a tag 
on them identifying the required repair or parts that 
are needed for the repair. 

A safe attitude, not a safe altitude, is probably 
the most important item we can pack into our flight 
boxes. You can put a ton of safe attitude in your 
field box and it will not add any extra weight. Con-
versely you can also put a ton of bad (don’t give a 
rip) attitude into the flight box and it may add more 
weight than you can imagine.  

I know that most of us don’t go to the field with 
the idea of sticking a finger into the propeller, or 
have an airplane get away from us in the pits, but 
how often do we think about the steps required to 
avoid such things?  

Just some things to think about as you throw the 

Belch Fire Super or even the super tiny electric into 
the car for a day at the field. 

Summer is coming, so they tell me, and with 
more people at the field it is even more important to 
have the Safe Attitude packed in the field box. 

Remember that Bad Attitudes and Bad Altitude 
have one thing in common, Bad things will happen. 

.  
Be Safe. 
Vince Bell Safety Officer 

Floats and Boats - Vince shared his FlyZone DHC-
2 Beaver and rudder system. He says it flies great and 
is perfect for our lake events. There was a lot of talk 
as to floats and if rudders were needed and how to set 
up a plane. Thanks Vince 

With this we should have another great lake event. 
A motion was made and passed to adjourn the 

meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
 
Mark Weeks, Club Secretary 

(Continued from page 3) 

Model Aviation had article about the openness of a Club and the affect on those who visit. Bryan Reightley  mentioned that we do a pretty 
good job of explaining the Club, being inviting and welcoming, trying to get someone in the air as fast as possible without discouraging 
them. Example, I brought my nephew Patrick Cullen, visiting from Apalachicola, FL to the field one Sat. I flew the Se 5 biplane and ex-
plained the controls. I wanted him to fly my eFllight Cub but it was pretty Jumpy in the breeze and too much for a total newbie. Before I 
knew it, Bryan had him on the sticks for his first time ever and flew his 2 meter Radian for about 16 minutes and landed it on his own. We 
are an open Club asking people to stop out and see what we’re all about. Continue encouraging, promoting and representing our fine Club 
and hobby. 
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Our Builder’s Competition was proposed years ago by then Club Treasurer, Bob Martin, as a way 
to encourage the building of models.  He proposed a scratch build/stick/plan category, a kit catego-
ry and an ARF category.   

With judging by those attending the meeting, paying attention to details like modifications, ex-
tra features, build quality, complexity, etc. to judge the entries. With an extra ‘at-a-boy points addi-
tion if the model has been flown!   

With the advent of ARF’s and off-the-shelf RTF models, the model builders are becoming obso-
lete, that is, until an accident happens.  Then we need the builder’s skills to determine rebuild vs. 
new and the ability to use those skills if the decision is to rebuild.  So bring out the models and let 
the competition begin! 
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The public is always welcome to come and check out our events free.  
All AMA pilots are welcome to participate in these events. There is usually 
a $10.00 pilot’s fee or a donation can for all events.  We will have food and 
beverages available for each of the flying events. 

June 14 Builder’s Competition Alfy’s Pizza  Starts at 6:30 PM 
June 18 Open House & Charity Auction   Club Field  Starts at 10 AM 
July 23  Fun Fly    Club Field    Starts at 10:00 AM 
August 13 Aviation Day   Club Field    Starts at 10:00 AM 
August 27 Drones & Gliders  Club Field    Starts at 10:00 AM 
Sept 18   Boats & Floats   Club Field    Starts at 10:00 AM 
October 11 Rebuilders Competition Alfy’s Pizza  Starts at 6:30 PM 
Dec 3   Annual Christmas Party Scout’s Diner (Club Field) 3:00 PM 
Jan 7, 2017 Annual Freeze-In  Club Field    Starts at 10:00 AM 

It is time again for our Annual Open House and Charity Club Auction!  It will be held at our club field (see 
the map on page 9) Please check out your shop and bring items that need a new owner.  We will have 
three auction zones again this year: 

 Items for the Donation Fund 
 Items for the Club Fund 
 Personal Items—funds go to you 
 The items don’t need to be RC only! 

There is no commission charged and no landing fee.     
Cash or checks can be donated, too! 
The auction will be run as a Chinese format auction, meaning the owner has the option to refuse the last 
bid.  We will have some table at the flying site. 
Food and beverages will be provided and donations will be accepted. 
The event will start at 10:30 AM and run until all the items have been up for auction. 
We will have open flying before and after the auction.  Bring your family and friends.  Lots of fun and for a 
great cause! 

Post work party photos—New charging station 
roof, added shady area, and lower grassy edge. 
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With a grass runway measuring at least 417 feet long, we have a great runway.  Our field is be-
ing improved every month and we have a plan to make it even better! 

We have planned many exciting events for 2016 that include a Fun Fly, Night Flight, Water Fun 
and more! 

Our dues for 2016 will remain at $90.00.  Join now and get all of our 2016 membership privileg-
es!  See Page 6 for our membership application.  Plus, our events are a lot of fun to participate in 
and to watch, too!  There is usually food involved. 
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Our club meetings are open to 
the public.   We meet at 6:30 PM 
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at Alfy’s Pizza in the Staples Plaza 
on RT2, Monroe, WA. If you would 
like additional information, come 
out to a club meeting, or contact 
one of our club officers. 

Each meeting starts with an intro-
duction of the club officers followed 
by a short business meeting. Next 
we have a program about some 
aspect of the hobby/sport. 

Then, a Show & Tell and raffle 
conclude the meeting, which ends 
at around  8:30 P.M.  

Upcoming Meetings  
 

Meetings begin at 6:30 PM 
2nd Tuesday 
June 14      Alfy’s Pizza 
July  12      Alfy’s Pizza 
August 9      Alfy’s Pizza 
September 13 Alfy’s Pizza 
October 11      Alfy’s Pizza 
November 8    Alfy’s Pizza 
December 13  Alfy’s Pizza 

Our club is dedicated to the safe pursuit 
and advancement of model aviation.  We 
offer all members free lessons to learn 
how to build models and to fly them. If 
you should have any questions about the 
club, flight instruction or membership re-
quirements, call any of the club officers. 
We have a safety checklist available  
 

Current Flight Instructors: 
Chet Blake     (360) 863-2953 
Paul Dibble  (425) 359.-1808 
Ron Swift  (425 )788-6045 

Camp Edward and the Hanner’s Memorial Field are located north of 
Monroe, Washington in Snohomish County.  The most common route 
is from Highway 2 in Monroe near Albertson’s. Turn north onto 
Woods Creek Road.  As you travel north on Woods Creek road, it 
will come to a Y intersection, stay to the right (Yeager Rd). 
 *** If you go the the left as shown by MapQuest , make sure you take the next 
right to stay on Woods Creek Road.   Then stay to the left at the intersection where 
Yeager rejoins Woods Creek Road, be careful as oncoming traffic does not stop 
*** 

Yeager will rejoin Woods Creek Road at a 4-way intersection.  Stay 
straight-ish, not a hard right, be careful as oncoming traffic does not 
stop.  In a few miles you will pass the entrance to Camp Pigott.  Keep 
going. 
Turn right at the "T" intersection with Lake Roesiger Road.  At the 
next "Y" intersection, stay right, onto South Lake Roesiger Road.  Turn 
right at Monroe Camp Road,.(Lake Roesinger Store will be on the 
left).  In about a mile, the road will fork again, stay straight.  After a 
short distance you will see the Red Barn and our gate.  Our parking is 
past the gate on the East side of the barn.Alfy’s Pizza (our monthly 
meeting place) is along RT2 in the Staples plaza. 

25600 Monroe Camp Road, Snohomish, WA  
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HobbyTown USA 
 

1130 SE Everett Mall Way, Suite F 
Everett, WA 98208 

 
Phone:  (425) 355-8086 

Fax:  (425) 355-8078 

Next meeting, Tuesday, June 14th  6:30 PM  at Alfy’s 
Pizza on RT 2 in Monroe (see page 9). 

Program:  Builders Competition *see page 6 

16325 315th Ave. NE 

Duvall, WA 98019 


